The papers you will find in this special section are:
. O. Woodford, I. Reid, P. Torr, and A. Fitzgibbon, "Global Stereo Reconstruction under Second-Order Smoothness Priors." Winner of the Best Paper prize. This paper presents a method of stereo reconstruction using second-order priors on the smoothness of 3D surfaces to better model typical scenes. The resulting optimization is shown to be tractable.
. C.H. Lampert, M.B. Blaschko, and T. Hoffman, "Efficient Subwindow Search: A Branch and Bound
Framework for Object Localization." Winner of the Best Paper prize. This paper presents a practical method of localizing objects using the branch-andbound formalism. A large reduction in location search is shown while still ensuring no false negatives. . B. Kulis, P. Jain, and K. Grauman, "Fast Similarity Search for Learned Metrics." Winner of the Best Student Paper prize. The paper presents a scalable image search using learned metrics by encoding the learned metric parameterization into randomized locality-sensitive hash functions leading to improved accuracy. . K. Ni, A. Kannan, A. Criminisi, and J. Winn, "Epitomic Location Recognition." Best Student Paper runner-up. This paper presents a method of recognizing location classes using the epitome representation to capture the variations in appearance and shapes of a collection of images taken from a location. We would like to express our sincere appreciation to our Awards Committee: Eric Grimson (chair), Rama Chellappa, Zhengyou Zhang, Luc Van Gool, Katsushi Ikeuchi, and Jan-Olof Eklundh for their service.
In addition to the best papers from CVPR 2008, we would like to mention the Longuet-Higgins Prize winners, as selected by a special committee of three top researchers. This prize honors those papers from CVPR 1998 having the most influence on the field over the last ten years. The committee identified an initial list of candidates from the most cited CVPR 1998 papers using multiple online citation sources. After deliberating on the relative merits of the most cited papers, they chose the following winners:
. Dr. Syeda-Mahmood led the image indexing program at Xerox Research and was one of the early originators of the field of content-based image and video retrieval. Currently, she is working on applications of content-based retrieval in healthcare. Over the past 25 years, her research interests have been in a variety of areas relating to artificial intelligence, including computer vision, image and video databases, medical image analysis, bioinformatics, and signal processing. She has more than 100 refereed publications and more than 40 issued patents. Dr. Syeda-Mahmood has chaired numerous workshops and conferences including several early workshops that helped established the field of content-based retrieval and event recognition (Event '01-'04). She was the program cochair of CVPR '08. She has received several gold medals for academic excellence, including the Sir Akber Hyderi Gold Medal from Osmania University for undergraduate education. She received the prestigious IBM fellowship during graduate school. She has received numerous awards for outstanding contributions to IBM Research over the years. She is a senior member of the IEEE.
